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SUBJ: PRESS SPECULATION RE SUCCESSION 

1 . POLITICAL LULL DURING SPAIN’S TRADITIONAL EASTER VACATIONS 
HAD WITNESSED A RESURGENCE OF PRESS ARTICLES AND 
SPECULATION DEVOTED TO PRINCE lUAN CARLOS AND SUCCESSION. 

2. OE GREATEST INTEREST WAS LENGTHY FEATURE ARTICLE IN MARCH 26 
ISSUE OF PRESTIGIOUS WEEKLY MAGAZINE "ACTUALIDAD ECONOMICA" 
DEVOTED TO lUAN CARLOS. AN EDITORIAL AT BEGINNING OF ARTICLE 
POINTS OUT THAT MONARCHY, AS EMBODIED BY JUAN CARLOS, IS KEY 
INSTIOIBION IN CURRENT SPANISH CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM AND THAT, 
BECUASE OF THIS FACT, THIS INSTITUTION SHOULD BE GIVEN CHANCE TO 
COMMENCE TO EUNCTION EULLY AND RESPONSIBLY NOW, DURING THE 
LIFETIME OF PERSON WHO ESTABLISHED THIS FORMULA AS MOST ADEQUATE 
TO CONSOLIDATE SPAIN'S EUTURE (I.E. FRANCO). MAGAZINE THUS 
CONCLUDES, IN ANSWER TO QUESTION BEING ASKED BY MAJORITY OF 
SPANIARDS AS TO WHEN PRINCE WILL ASSUME POWER, THAT ANSWER 
SHOULD BE "THE SOONER THE BETTER". 

3. THIS ARTICLE 

OR SECTIONS THEREOE, HAS BEEN REPRINTED IN ALL 

MAJOR SPANISH NEWSPAPERS AND HAS ELICITED COMMENTARY IN SOME. 
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APOSTUA IN "YA" OF MARCH 30. APOSTUA MAKES REFERENCE TO 
CURRENT SPEIWLATION, AND THEN SUGGESTS SUCCESSION SHOULD BE 
STARTED NOW IN PHASED STEPS SO THAT IT DOES NOT OCCUR AT ONE 
TRAUMATIC POINT IN TIME. APOSTUA ACKNOWLEDGES, HOWEVER, 

THAT SUCH A GRADUAL AND PHASED SUCCESSION WOULD NOT BE 
POSSIBLE WITHOUT INITIATIVE OR AT LEAST AGREEMENT OF GENERAL 
ERANCO AND HIS "PATROIOTIC COOPERATION." APOSTUA ALSO POINTS 
OUT TWO OTHER VITAL REQUIREMENTS MET 
SUCH A PHASED SUCCESSION 

OPERATION, WHOULD HAVE TO BE (A) THE IMPLEMENTATION OE SPAIN'S 
CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES, AS GUARANTEED BY THE ARMED EORCES, 
AND (B) THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A CONSENSUS AMONG REGIME POLITICAL 
EORCES IN SUPPORT OF THIS OPERATION (APOSTUA CITES AS PRECEDENT 
THE DESIGNATION IN 1969 OE JUAN CARLOS AS ERANCO'S SUCCESSOR). 

4. COMMENT: THESE RECENT ARTICLES HAVE SPRUNG PROM AND 
REINFORCED RUMORS THAT ERANCO MAY BE CONSIDERING RELINQUISHING 
POWER AND DESIGNATING JUAN CARLOS AS KING IN THE NEAR PUTURE. 
HOWEVER, AS IN PAST, ARTICLES APPEAR TO BE POUNDED MORE ON 
A DESIRE TO ENCOURAGE CONSIDERATION OP SUCH A PROCESS THROUGH 
SUCH PUBLICITY, RATHER THAN ON ANY INDICATIONS THAT ERANCO MAY 
BE SERIOUSLY CONTEMPLATING SUCH A STEP. TO THE CONTRARY, 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT CABELLO DE ALBA, IN A WEEKEND INTERVIEW 
GRANTED TO A MALAGA NEWSPAPER, IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT 
THERE WAS NO NEED TO SPEED UP THE SUCCESSION PROCESS BECAUSE 
ERANCO IS IN EXCELLENT HEALTH. SIMILARLY, COLUMNIST EMILIO 
ROMERO, DIRECTOR OP NATIONAL MOVEMENT DAILY "ARRIBA" IN APRIL I 
ISSUE, QUOTED "CRYSTAL CLEAR SOURCE AT TOP" TO EFPECT THAT 
"THERE IS NO REASONABLE INDICATION OP POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESSION 
AT THIS TIME." 
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